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The Problematic Paper Screener

automatically selects suspect publications for post-
publication (re)assessment
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Tortured Phrases: A Quiz

sun oriented force

solar energy

counterfeit consciousness

artificial intelligence

pinnacle flag to clamor propor=on (PSNR)

peak signal to noise ratio (PSNR)

bosom malignancy/peril

breast cancer

man-made brainpower

credulous Bayes

Naive Bayes

Nucleic corrosive enhancement tests (NAAT)

Nucleic acid amplifica=on tests (NAAT) 

Extreme intense respiratory disorder

Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SRAS) 

😵💫
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Our preprint: “Open Call for InvesAgaAon”



https://spinbot.com

Machine
Paraphrasing
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😵💫

Where do Tortured Phrases come from?
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PPS: Flagging and reporting problematic papers

h"ps://www.20minutes.fr/monde/2643491-20191104-maree-noire
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Our contribution: Combing the literature for nonsense
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Building a community

🕵

PPS: snowballing effect with PubPeer

Crowdsourcing human (re)assessments
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Tortured Phrases: PubPeer sleuths

😵💫
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Problematic Paper Screener

Updated May 29, 2022

2 33 6 4 2 3 10 35205
167

Preprints

ConcentraAon of Tortured Phrases
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Building a community DetecEng
SCIgen and its clones
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Building a community Potentially 
erroneous papers
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ProblemaEc Paper Screener

Updated May 29, 2022

3/10,000 problema=c papers published in 2021:
- 66% affiliated to India
- 8% affiliated to China


